VOCABULARY TERMS

ORGANIZATION OF THE BODY

1. Superior - toward the head.

2. Inferior - toward the feet.

3. Proximal – toward or nearest the trunk of the body, or nearest the point of origin of one of its parts (the elbow is proximal to the hand).

4. Distal – means away from or farthest from the trunk or the point of origin of a body part (the hand is distal to the elbow).

5. Anterior (Ventral) – front or “in front of”.

6. Posterior (Dorsal) – back or “in back of”.

7. Medial – toward the midline of the body (the heart lies medial to the left lung; the big toe is at the medial side of the foot).

8. Lateral – toward the side of the body or away from its midline (the little toe is at the lateral side of the foot).

9. Sagittal Plane – a lengthwise plane running from front to back which divides the body or any of its parts into right and left sides.

10. Midsagittal Plane – a sagittal section made in the exact midline resulting in equal and symmetrical right and left halves.

11. Coronal Plane – A lengthwise plane running from side to side and divides the body or any of its parts into anterior and posterior portions; also called Frontal Plane.


12. Transverse Plane – a crosswise plane which divides the body or any of its parts into upper and lower parts (superior and inferior parts); also called the horizontal plane.
13. Left – to the left of the body (not your left, but the patient’s).

14. Right – to the right of the body (not your right, but the patient’s).

15. Superficial – near the surface.

16. Deep – farther away from the body surface.

17. Thoracic – Chest

18. Supra – area above.

A. Supraclavicular - above the clavicle.

B. Supraglottic - above the glottis.

19. Sub – under or below, beneath or small quantities

A. Subglottic – below the glottis

20. Midsternal Line – a line draw down the middle of the sternum.

21. Right Midclavicular Line – a line drawn down the middle of the clavicle on the patient’s right side.

22. Left Midclavicular Line – a line drawn down the middle of the clavicle on the patients left side.

23. Midaxillary Line – a line drawn down the middle of the axilla (armpit).

24. Anterior Axillary Line – a line drawn down the axilla toward the anterior of the body.

25. Posterior Axillary Line – a line drawn down the axilla toward the posterior of the body.

